
Signal Type Waveform Crest Factor Ratio

Vpk / Vrms
Crest Factor dB
20*Log(Vpk/Vrms)

Power Ratio

Ppk / Prms

Square Wave     1 = 0 dB 1

Sine Wave

   

√2 = 1.414 = 3.01 dB 2

Triangle Wave √3 = 1.732 = 4.77 dB 3

Music/Audio ~ 4 ... 10 = 12 dB popular music ...
... 20 dB classic music

~ 16 ... 100

Note: Vpk indicates the highest momentary signal voltage level. Vrms (root mean square) indicates the effective signal level that is achieving the 
same power dissipation from a constant (DC) voltage level.
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